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September
23, 2002

IN THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

A RESOLUTION in support of a request for copies of records of the Kansas-Missouri Bi-State
Metropolitan Culture District Commission under the Missouri Open Records Act.

RESOLUTION # 14323,    September 16, 2002

INTRODUCED BY Ronald E. Finley, County Legislator

WHEREAS, the Legislative Auditor has released a report concerning the finances of the Kansas-
Missouri Bi-State Metropolitan Culture District Commission; and,

WHEREAS, that report is now the subject of an inquiry by the Legislature's Finance and Audit
Committee; and,
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WHEREAS, the commission, created by the legislatures of the States of Kansas and Missouri and
approved by the United States Congress, was charged with administering a sales tax for the
rehabilitation and expansion of Union Station, authorized by the voters of Clay, Jackson, and Platte
Counties in Missouri, and Johnson County in Kansas, in November 1996; and,

WHEREAS, the tax authorized by the voters was capped by its ballot language, at a maximum of
$118 million; and,

WHEREAS, the Legislative Auditor has advised that the tax proceeds actually received by the
commission exceeded the $118 million ballot language cap by more than $3 million; and,

WHEREAS, the commission's counsel has advised the chair of the Finance and Audit Committee that
the commission has received legal advice to the effect that the commission is entitled to retain these
excess proceeds, despite the express provisions of the ballot language; and,

WHEREAS, the chair of the Finance and Audit Committee has requested, pursuant to the Missouri
Open Records Act, copies of any legal opinions the commission has received on this issue, as well
as the minutes or journals of the meetings of the commission and its finance committee over the past
twelve months, at which this issue may have been discussed; and,

WHEREAS, the county would be responsible for all costs of reproduction of materials associated with
this request; and,

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the Finance and Audit Committee be allowed to review these
materials in connection with its consideration of the Legislative Auditor's report; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the County Legislature of Jackson County, Missouri, that the Legislature
supports the Missouri Open Records Act request of the chair of the Finance and Audit Committee to
the Kansas-Missouri Bi-State Metropolitan Culture District Commission.

Effective Date:  This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its passage by a majority of the
Legislature.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

____________________________  ______________________________
County Counselor

Certificate of Passage

I hereby certify that the attached resolution, Resolution # 14323 of  September 16, 2002 was
duly passed on ________September 23______________, 2002 by the Jackson County Legislature.
The votes thereon were as follows:

Yeas ______7_________ Nays ______0________

Abstaining ____0_____ Absent _____2_______
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________________________ ______________________________
Date Mary Jo Spino, Clerk of Legislature
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