IN THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

A RESOLUTION recognizing the Asian American Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City
and congratulating its 2024 award winners to be honored at the 20 Annual Awards Gala
to be held May 16, 2024.

RESOLUTION NO. 21612, May 6, 2024

INTRODUCED BY Manuel Abarca IV, Jeanie Lauer, Jalen Anderson, DaRon McGee,

and Sean E. Smith, County Legislators
WHEREAS, the Asian American Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City will honor its

2024 award winners at its 201" Annual Awards Gala to be held May 16, 2024, at the

Sheraton Overland Park Hotel; and,

WHEREAS, the Asian American Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City was established
in 1998 as a non-profit organization dedicated to enhancing economic opportunities for
Asian American businesses through education, networking, and advocacy, while

promoting community engagement and visibility; and,

WHEREAS, the Chamber's commitment to fostering relationships among diverse groups
has significantly contributed to the economic and cultural vibrancy of our community,

which is home to over 80,000 Asian Americans; and,

WHEREAS, at this years’ gala event, Jean-Paul Wong of PURE Workplace Solutions will
be recognized as the Entrepreneur of the Year, Rekha Sharma-Crawford of Sharma-
Crawford Attorneys at Law, LLC will be recognized as the Professional Leader of the

Year, and Black & Veatch will be recognized as the Corporation of the Year; and,



WHEREAS, Gary Locke, a leader in the areas of trade, employment, human rights, and
the environment as a former U.S. Ambassador to China, U.S. Secretary of Commerce,

and Governor of Washington State, will be the keynote speaker at the awards gala; and,

WHEREAS, in his role as the U.S. Ambassador to China from 2011-2014, Mr. Locke
opened markets for made-in-USA goods and services, reduced wait times for visa
interviews, and exposed the severity of the air pollution in China, inspiring people to

demand action to address this important environmental issue; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the County Legislature of Jackson County, Missouri that the
Legislature hereby recognizes and commends the Asian American Chamber of
Commerce of Kansas City for its outstanding contributions to promoting economic growth,
fostering business relationships, and enhancing the visibility of Asian American

businesses in our community; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the County Legislature that the Legislature extends its
congratulations to the 2024 Asian American Chamber of Commerce award winners,
Jean-Paul Wong, Rekha Sharma-Crawford, and Black & Veatch, and extends best

wishes to the Chamber for a successful gala event.



Effective Date: This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its passage by a
majority of the Legislature.
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