Resolution Honoring the Retirement of Barbara Casamento After 41 Years of Dedicated Service to Jackson County

WHEREAS, Barbara Casamento began her distinguished career with Jackson County on June 4, 1984, serving as a Senior Buyer in the Purchasing Department, and over the course of her 41-year tenure, remained a steadfast and visionary leader within the same department;
WHEREAS, Ms. Casamento was promoted to Purchasing Supervisor in 2006, and later to Purchasing Administrator in 2017, demonstrating an unwavering dedication, commitment to professional growth, and excellence in public procurement;
WHEREAS, she exemplified fiscal responsibility and stewardship by ensuring taxpayer dollars and County funds were spent efficiently and effectively through the competitive bid process, while upholding the integrity and transparency of County procurement;
WHEREAS, Ms. Casamento collaborated tirelessly with County departments to secure essential goods and services for the citizens of Jackson County, earning a reputation as a trusted resource across all levels of County government;
WHEREAS, she led in-service training initiatives for employees, vendors, and external agencies, fostering strong relationships and advancing best practices in procurement;
WHEREAS, she played a pivotal role in executing complex and impactful procurement projects—including infrastructure, construction, and software—significantly contributing to the modernization and progress of County operations;
WHEREAS, Ms. Casamento was instrumental in introducing the Bonfire Procurement Software, enhancing vendor accessibility nationwide, reducing costs, and improving the quality of County acquisitions;
WHEREAS, her leadership and mentorship of Senior Buyers established a legacy that will continue to guide and inspire future procurement professionals;
WHEREAS, Ms. Casamento’s career was uplifted and supported by her loving family: her daughter, Major Marisa Barnes of the Kansas City Police Department; her grandson, Braden Barnes; her partner, Tommy Sutherland; her brother and sister-in-law, Dennis and Sandy Potter; and her extended family of the Meiners and Hodes located throughout Kansas City and beyond;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Jackson County expresses its deep gratitude and admiration for the outstanding service, lasting contributions, and exceptional career of Barbara Casamento;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County celebrates her retirement plans, which include spending meaningful time with her family, supporting her daughter’s entrepreneurial endeavors, volunteering locally, enjoying Kansas City’s vibrant live music scene, and traveling to new destinations;
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that one of the most anticipated moments of Barbara’s retirement will be a journey to Colorado—visiting her brother in Colorado Springs, relaxing in the hot springs of Pagosa Springs, and reconnecting with a cherished friend in Durango who she has not seen in over three decades—a well-deserved beginning to a retirement filled with love, adventure, and joy.

