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Dr. Marjorie Williams, known widely as Dr. Marj, has given nearly 40 years in service of schools, children, university scholars and teachers. In 2000, she became the first African American superintendent of Hickman Mills School District. Dr. Williams began her career in education with teaching and administrative roles in Kansas City Public Schools and the Columbia and Ferguson-Florissant districts before becoming superintendent. She has also taught as an adjunct professor at UMKC, Baker University, Ottawa University and Kansas State University. In 2012, she founded The Marste Group, a national consulting firm. Additionally, she co-founded the Sisters’ Circle Fund-Greater Kansas City in 2016 and mentors women of color through Societas Docta. Dr. Williams co-chaired the 2021 Starr Women’s Hall of Fame Awards with Alicia Starr.
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Dr. Marjorie (Marj) A. Wiliams has a multifaceted career in
education, leadership development, media services, and
consulting. In 2000, Williams became the 1st African American
‘Superintendent in the 100-year-old history of the Hickman Mills
‘School District, located in Kansas City, Missouri. She immediately
took an active role in education, civic and community issues, and
organizations in the Greater Kansas City, Missouri area and
throughout the country. Williams' career expanded through the ranks
of K-12 Education, Higher Education, and Corporate America. She
holds the longest tenure as a Superintendent in an Urban setting in
the State of Missouri.

In 2005, Williams founded The Marste Group, LLC. a consulting
firm, serving school districts and businesses throughout the
Country. The firm specializes in providing training and development,
organizational management services, constructing and
implementing educational programming, strategic planning and
mentoring, and evaluation services.

Williams currently contributes her expertise, skills, and time to
numerous educational, civic, and community endeavors.
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LINC Commissioner Dr. Marjorie Williams was named the recipient of the Carl
R. Johnson Humanitarian Award at the 51st Annual Freedom Fund Banquet of
the NAACP Kansas City, Mo. Branch on Oct. 13.

‘Williams was honored for her active role in education, community issues and
organizations in the Greater Kansas City area. She served as superintendent
ofthe Hickman Mills School District from 2000 to 2012 after working in the
Kansas City, Columbia, and Ferguson Florissant school districts.

‘Williams founded The Marste Group, LLC, a consulting firm serving school
disricts and businesses throughout the United States. She also serves on
various community and civic boards including LINC.

Carl R. Johnson, a member of the NAACP national legal staff, was the first
Aftican American elected to a judgeship in Kansas City and the division four
judge of the Kansas City Municipal Court from 1955 to his death in 1960,

“Defeat Hate — Vote” was the theme of this year's NAACP banquet.




